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Former Lt. Gen.)	 .

LOCATION Japan

GEN. OCCUPATION talltary Officer

EDUCATION Graduate, Military Academy;
Graduate, Army Staff College:

LANGUAGES

HONORS
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CAREER:

Member, Departoent of the Inspector of Education.
Engaged in military research, Europe.
Staff Member, Kwangtalg Army.
Instructor in Military Science, War College.

	

MOS. III.	 Section Chief, Imperial General Headquarters.
19394941 Military Attache, Japanese Embassy, London.
1940 '	 Promoted to Major General, August.

	

1942	 Returned to Japan, a/6 October;
Appointed Chief of Staff, Japanese Air Force, 1 October.

	

1944	 Promoted to Lieutenant General, April;
Co-director of plan to collect scrap iron from Japanese dominated

areas, August.

	

- 1951	 Influential advisor on military affairs to Prime Minister Yothida,
a/6 September,

1121-ME)

Complete biographic references on It. General TATSUNIEdiehi are not available
now to this office. However, Tatsumi is known to be a native of Saga Prefecture,
Japan, and is a graduate of the Nilitary Academr and the Arm Staff College. After
holding a position in the Department of the Inspector of Education, Tatsnmi went to
Europe to undertake military research. Later, he served successively es Staff Mem-
ber of the Kwangtung Army, Instructor in Military Science at the Army Staff College,
and as a Section Chief at Imperial General Headquarters. In December 1939, he
became Hilitary Attache at the Japanese Embassy in London4/ was promoted to Major
General in August 1940ai and was still in England when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor
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Penerke (continued)

in Decether 194141 A more recent cource notes that in rngland Tatsumi aervcd
under YCCEMA Shigeru, who was then Japanese'itrlassador to Great Britainaf

Lions with ther diplomats, Tatsumi was returned to Jrpcn in the summer of
1942 on the exchange ship, the Tatsuta Mau. In a Ja .fon,:s	 l'woadonst he
was named as one of those, Uhe arrived rt., Singapore 16 Septenter 19424/ Tatsumi
ben been renorted to have been Chief of Staff of the Fast Japan Army4/ 3/ This
information is refuted in two available sources as fellows: On 2 October 1942,
both the Aesmciated Press and the United Frees erroneommly relmc-te:1 (from a CzeirnaZI
broadeast of a dispatch frac Tckyo) that Tatsuni had been appointed "Chief of
Staff of the Eastern Defense Zone"4/1/ One e these . sources states that an
1 October 1942, 7ctrm71	 appointed Chief of Staff of the Japanese Air Force.d
Tatsumi was prcmoted to Lieutemnt General in 19444/ As of August 1944
he was co-director with Lt. General ANDO Kisaburo of the plan to collect scrap
iron from japancso datirntei areas.1/

Reportedly, Lt. General TATSUMI Elichi is on very friendly terse with Prime
Master Yoshida, and probably his most influential advisor on military affairs.
Tatsumi has recently been iadamMaa4flikth -dsveloping a plan, proposed hy Yoshida,
for the augmentation of the National Police Reserve as a solution to the rearma-
ment issue. In addition, Tateumi aids the government in the matter of the
screening of former regale* "army field °Moors; he advises concerning who
should be deporged and which of those purgeee are qualified to becalms members
of the National Police Neservea/

BMW
w FCC, On, H 7:41, 1 October 1942, aestricted.
a/ States RI ?ilea, Usdnted, Confidential.
3/ CIA, 306755341 7 November 1951, C-3, Secret.
/ CCS, B&A, ihr 'astern Section, 19 .1;ovember 1942, Confidential.
5/ State, RI Files Report, 14 July 1942, Confidential.
/ cB, Rik, Par rnstern Section,.Nnehington, D. O., 10 kugust 1944, confidenti":.v.
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